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so because he had committed it to the safe
keeping of the Church of Rome. This, the last
and the greatest of his secrets, he kept until the
end, although there was at this time, according
to Burnet, " great expectation in the Court of
France that he would declare himself a Papist."
But neither in the Church nor elsewhere could
he find relief or respite from the steady pressure
of domestic cares, chief amongst which were the
endless demands made upon him by his mistresses.
The Duchess of Portsmouth in particular, as time
went on, seems to have become extraordinarily
ravenous, and immense sums of money were paid
out to her from the Secret Services Fund. In-
deed, Charles seems to have been unable to
deny her anything, and it is hard to conceive a
reason for such unprecedented generosity unless
it is that these gifts, by satisfying her in one
respect, compensated her for his failure or dis-
inclination to satisfy her in another. Evelyn,
whose curiosity sometimes took him to places
from which modesty and prudery normally
debarred him, has left this brilliant description
of the splendour of her apartment at Whitehall :
" Following his Majesty this morning through
the gallery," he noted in his diary during October
of the year 1683, " I went with the few who
attended him, into the Duchess of Portsmouth's